
Summary of Government Guidance for Parents – September Opening 2020 

The Guidance for full opening-schools can be found here: 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-

for-full-opening-schools 

The Public Health advice to minimise coronavirus (COVOD-19) risks, reiterates the essential measures which 

include: 

 a requirement that people who are ill stay at home 

 robust hand and respiratory hygiene 

 enhanced cleaning arrangements 

 active engagement with NHS Test and Trace 

 formal consideration of how to reduce contacts and maximise distancing between those in school 
wherever possible and minimise potential for contamination so far as is reasonably practicable 

All schools must provide a risk assessment about taking reasonable steps to protect staff, pupils and others 
from coronavirus (COVID-19) within the education setting. Schools should ensure that they implement sensible 
and proportionate control measures which follow the health and safety hierarchy of controls to reduce the risk 
to the lowest reasonably practicable level. 

The Government Guidance states that schools should have a hierarchy of controls and these are: 

 minimise contact with individuals who are unwell by ensuring that those who have coronavirus 

(COVID-19) symptoms, or who have someone in their household who does, do not attend school 

 clean hands thoroughly more often than usual 

 ensure good respiratory hygiene by promoting the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach 

 introduce enhanced cleaning, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces often, using standard 

products such as detergents and bleach 

 minimise contact between individuals and maintain social distancing wherever possible 

 where necessary, wear appropriate personal protective equipment (PPE) 

 engage with the NHS Test and Trace process 

 manage confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) amongst the school community 

 contain any outbreak by following local health protection team advice 

The Guidance also states that ‘School attendance will therefore be mandatory again from the beginning of the 

autumn term. This means from that point, the usual rules on school attendance will apply, including: 

 parents’ duty to secure that their child attends regularly at school where the child is a registered pupil at 
school and they are of compulsory school age; 

 schools’ responsibilities to record attendance and follow up absence 

 the availability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices in line with local authorities’ codes of 
conduct’ 

According to the Government guidance Coronavirus (COVID-19) is an easy virus to kill when it is on the skin, 

this can be done using soap and running water or hand sanitiser. It is not recommended for children or adults 

to wear any face coverings in schools. In preparation for returning in September, families may want to instil in 

the children: 

 good hand washing techniques  

 understanding about keeping a distance from others 

 remembering to cough or sneeze into a tissue, put it into a bin and then wash their hands again 

 try to keep their hands away from their face 

 a reassurance that they are safe and can enjoy being at school once again 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools

