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Dear Families, 

Nerino-The Brave or Cowardly Chief? 

When young Nerino was made chief of the tribe, everyone expected that – as was the custom on 
the island – he would direct his attention to fighting the great fiery-eyed beast; a horrible creature 
that had terrorised the tribe for centuries.  The tribe reckoned that, as chief, he wouldn't last much 
more than a year. This was about the amount of time needed to train and prepare a band of 
warriors, prior to ascending to the volcano’s summit, where their horrendous enemy lived. And once 
they got there, no matter how strong or brave they were, all the warriors would be annihilated within 
a couple of hours. However, nothing was done. Nerino didn’t train any fighters, nothing out of the 
ordinary was done, no new assault tactics were devised. When summer came - the time the 
monster attacked most frequently, engulfing all in flames from his fiery eye. Everyone looked 
worried and demanded that Nerino fight, that he do something, that he should be brave and fulfil the 
destiny of a chief. But Nerino simply said: 

-“I shall defeat the beast, but now is not the time.” - all Nerino did was to move the village. 

And so the years passed by, and Nerino became an old man. Though they respected him as their 
chief, and his strategy of moving their village around the island had saved many lives, all the people 
believed he was a coward. 

Then suddenly, without warning, on a cold winter night with land covered by a blanket of snow, 
Nerino finally assembled a squad of fighters and hurriedly ascended the volcano. At the 
summit, Nerino confidently entered the monster's cave and found it lying, curled up, on the ground, 
trembling and groaning, close to death. Nerino and his warriors easily took the creature prisoner. 

On arriving back at the village, everyone wanted to hear about Nerino’s fight with the monster. -“I 
never intended to fight against something so terrifying, and nor did I do so today," He continued, 

-“Did none of you notice that the beast would never attack during the worst days of winter? For 
many years, I was waiting for a snow as heavy as this one. All along, we did not need fighters; we 
needed the cold. Finally, we have put an end to fighting and death.’’  

Everyone congratulated the chief for his wisdom, particularly those who had most criticised him for 
supposed cowardice. Even the most impatient among the tribe learned that, sometimes, patience 
can be much more useful than action. 

Adapted from a story by Pedro Pablo Sacristan 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Well Friday is here again. I do hope you have had a good week, managed to stay safe and stay at home. 
As the story illustrates we will still have to continue to be patient and wait for a resolution to this challenging 
crisis.  
By now, you should have received the new set of home learning tasks from teachers. Thank you to those 
parents who have come into collect packs due to IT issues, it was good to get the feedback about how you 
appreciate the work being set and the regular contact with the class teachers. By keeping going with their 
school work, the children will find it much easier to return to school and continue to make good progress. 
It has been another sunny week in school and the children have created two more banners to put on the 
school fence. 
 

              
 
On my way home from school yesterday, I saw a little girl learning to ride her bike with her Dad steadying 
her by running alongside holding the seat. Both child and parent were having a wonderful moment and I am 
sure that the little girl will remember this time not as a ‘lockdown’ but as the time she learned to ride her 
bike. I will remember it as the time I learned to play an Ed Sheeran song on my ukulele. I hope that when 
the children return to school they will be able to tell everyone what they have achieved during this time. I 
was impressed by a video sent in of two brothers singing and clapping to a queen song, 2 singing stars in 
the making! 
 
Best wishes for another productive but patient week as we all, stay at home, help the NHS and save lives. 
 

 
 
Mrs Randle 
Head Teacher 
 

 


